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Section 1. Preliminary Statements 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information of 
which they are aware, which they believe may be material to the examination 
of this application and In respect of which there may be a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed 
as a representation that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g)), an 
admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to. 
patentability or that no other material information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed 
as an admission against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9., 1992, 
1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 



Section 2. Form PTO- 1449 (Modified) 

[X] A completed Form 1449 (Modified) is attached hereto. 
[ ] No Form 1449 (Modified) is attached. 



Section 3, Statements as to Information Not Found in Patents or 
Publications (Information not listed in PTO 1449 (Modified)) 

Plant sleeves are old in the art. Plant sleeves typically are constructed of 
polymer film or paper. Plant sleeves generally are tapered (trapezoidally 
shaped) with an open top and an open bottom, although some have a closed 
bottom. A plant In a pot is placed in the plant sleeve so that the sleeve covers 
the pot and the plant. In some instances, an upper portion of the plant sleeve 
is removable along a line of perforations leaving at least a portion of the sleeve 
around the pot. In some instances, a separate sheet of material is placed about 
the pot and the remaining bottom portion of the plant sleeve holds this separate 
sheet of material in place. Alternatively, a floral grouping alone may be placed 
within the sleeve. It is also l<nown to put potted plants in grocery bags. 

It is also old in the art to form a sheet of material about a flower pot and 
then place an elastic band around the sheet of material to hold the sheet In 
place about the flower pot. In some instances, the band has been positioned 
about the outer surface of the pot with the sheet of material positioned between 
the band and the flower pot. In some instances, the band has been positioned 
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above the upper end of the pot thereby causing a portion of the sheet of 
material to be forced inwardly over the upper end of the pot. 

It is also old in the art to form a sheet of material into a conlcally shaped 
tube like member referred to commonly in the art as a sleeve. A floral grouping 
or flower pot with flowers therein can be disposed through the larger open end 
of the sleeve, wherein the sleeve covers the floral grouping or the flower pot 
and extends above and around the flowers in the floral grouping or flower pot. 

It is also old in the art that cut flowers have been wrapped with the 
following materials or combination^ of materials: 

1. Kraft paper plus waxed or un waxed tissue paper with the flowers 
being placed next to the waxed paper or tissue paper. 

2. Kraft paper plus newspaper plus waxed or unwaxed tissue with the 
flowers being placed next to the waxed or unwaxed tissue. These 
three materials have been used to wrap flowers in various 
combinations such as Kraft paper plus newspaper or Kraft paper 
plus waxed or unwaxed tissue paper or newspaper plus waxed or 
unwaxed tissue paper. 

3. Waxed or unwaxed tissue paper, polymer films and Kraft paper 
(treated for water resistance or wet strength or untreated). 

4. Polymer film and waxed tissue paper. 



Section 4. Identification of Prior Application in Wliich Listed 
Information Was Already Cited and for Wliich No Copies Are 
Submitted or Need Be Submitted 

This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filing date 
of prior application Serial No. 10/278.690 , filed on October 21. 2002 (date). 

(complete the following, if applicable) 

[ ] This application also relies, under 35 U.S.C. 120, on the earlier 

filing date of prior application Serial No. /filed on 

(date). 
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The references that were submitted to, and/or cited by, the Office in the 
prior appllcation(s) are not required to be provided in this application; however, 
the prior art references listed below were not cited previously in the prior 
application(s) and copies are provided herewith: 

Foreign Patent Or Published Foreian Patent ADPlication : Denmark - 1,204,647. 

Other Materials : WEDER ET AL, "Sleeve with a Triangular Lower End", U.S. 
Patent Application Publication, Pub. No. US 2002/0112401 Al, Pub. Date: 
08/22/2002. 



Section 5. Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying this 
Statement 

Legible copies of dll Items listed In Form PTO- 1449 (Modified) accompany 
this information disclosure statement. 

[X] Exception(s) to above: 

[X] Items in prior application from which an earlier filing date is 
claimed for this application, as identified in Section 4, 

[ ] Cumulative patents or publications identified in Section 5. 



Section 6. Identification of Person(s) Mailing this INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

The person making this statement Is the attorney who signs below oh the 
basis of the Information: 

[X] supplied by the inventor(s) 

[ ] supplied by an individual associated with the filing and prosecution 
of this application (37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c)). 
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[X] in the attorney's file 



Respeetfuliy submitted. 





Cliristopher w.JCorbett, Reg. No. 36, 
DUNLAP, CODlJlNG & ROGERS, P.C. 
P.O. Box 16370 

OI<lahoma City, OI<lahoma 73113 
Telephone: (405) 478-5344 
Facsimile: (405) 478-5349 



Agent for Applicant 
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A "7 
4/ 


"70 

/2 






ED 


5 


1 


8 


1 


3 


6 


4 


01/2d/1993 


weder 


53 


on'7 
39/ 






T— r- 

EE 


5 


1 


9 


9 


2 


4 


2 


04/0o/1993 


Weder et al. 


CO 

53 


on'7 
397 






EF 


5 


2 


0 


5 


1 


0 


8 


04/27/1993 


Weder etal. 


53 


397 






EG 


D 


3 


3 


5 


1 


0 


5 


04/27/1993 


WLLcf IWdlUer cL dl. 


Dll 


164 






EH 


5 


2 


2 


8 


2 


3 


4 


07/20/1993 


de Klerk et al. 


47 


yi 1 r\ 1 

41.01 






El 


5 


2 


3 


5 


7 


8 


2 


08/17/1993 


Landau 


/I "7 

4/ 


~70 

/2 






tJ 


5 


2 


3 


9 


7 


7 


5 


Oo/Jl/1993 


Landau 


4/ 


"70 

/2 








5 


2 


4 


9 


4 


0 


7 


lO/Ub/1993 


btUCK 


53 


onn 
399 






C 1 


5 


2 


5 


9 


1 


0 


6 


11/09/1993 


weder et ai. 


29 


yi ^cn b 






bN 


5 


3 


0 


7 


6 


0 


6 


0b/0o/iyy4 


weaer 


CO 

5o 


/1 1 n 






CM 

bN 


5 


3 


1 


5 


7 


8 


5 


0b/ji/iyy4 


Avot et aL 


vl "7 

4/ 


"70 

/2 






bU 


5 


3 


5 


0 


2 


4 


0 


no /o^ /1 Qn>i 

oy/2//iyy4 


Diiirnan et ai. 


ooo 


1 n>i 
104 






br 


5 


3 


5 


3 


5 


7 


5 


10/1 i/iyy4 


Stepanek 


CO 


4bl 






bU 


5 


3 


6 


1 


4 


8 


2 


1 1 /no /1 nn>i 
11/08/1994 


weaer et ai. 


on 
29 


/I cn 
4by 






bK 


5 


3 


8 


8 


6 


9 


5 


m /1 A /I nnc 
02/14/iyy5 


(jjiiDert 


one 
205 


^ o o 
423 






ES 


5 


4 


2 


8 


9 


3 


9 


04/04/1995 


Weder et al. 


CO 

53 


on"7 

397 






cT 


5 


4 


4 


3 


6 


7 


0 


no /oo /I Qoc 
08/22/1995 


Landau 


1 ce 

156 


1 n 1 
191 






[II 1 * 


5 


4 


9 


3 


8 


0 


9 


m /T7/1 nn^ 

02/2//iyyD 


weaer et ai. 


4/ 


"70 

/2 






t V 


5 


4 


9 


6 


2 


5 


1 


m /n c /I oo^ 

oo/OD/iyyb 


Cheng 


yino 
4y J 


O O/l 






t VV 


5 


4 


9 


6 


2 


5 


2 


n'2 /nc /I OQ^ 

oo/UD/iyyo 


oiiuerr 


yi no 

^yj 


OOyI 






EX 


D 


3 


6 


8 


0 


2 


5 


03/19/1996 


Sekerak et aL 


D9 


305 






EY 


5 


5 


2 


6 


9 


3 


2 


06/18/1996 


Weder 


206 


423 






EZ 


5 


5 


5 


1 


5 


7 


0 


09/03/2001 


Shaffer etal. 


206 


575 
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U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



XAM 
NIT. 




PATENT NUMBER 


ISSUE DATE 


PATENTEE 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATF IF 
APPROPRIATE 




FA 


5 


5 


7 


2 


8 


4 


9 


11/12/1996 


Weder et al. 


53 


A A 

399 






FB 


5 


5 


7 


2 


8 


5 


1 


11/12/1996 


Weder 


53 


A A 

399 






FC 


5 


5 


7 


5 


1 


3 


3 


1 1/1 9/1 996 


Weder et al. 


53 


397 






FD 


5 


6 


1 


7 


7 


0 


3 


04/08/1997 


Weder 


53 


413 






FE 


5 


6 


2 


4 


3 


2 


0 


04/29/1997 


Martinez 


472 


51 






FF 


5 


6 


2 


5 


9 


7 


9 


05/06/1997 


Weder 










FG 


5 


6 


4 


7 


1 


6 


8 


07/15/1997 


Gilbert 


47 


72 






^ 1 1 
FH 


5 


6 


4 


7 


1 


9 


3 


07/1 5/1 997 


Weder et al. 


53 


465 






FI 


5 


7 


0 


6 


6 


0 


5 


01/1998 


Alcazar 


47 


^ i— —7 
65.7 






FJ 


5 


7 


1 


5 


9 


4 


4 


02/10/1998 


Windisch 


206 


423 






FK 


5 


7 


3 


5 


1 


0 


3 


04/1998 


1 A f ^ ^ ^ 

Weder 


53 


0 A A 

399 






FL 


5 


7 


5 


8 


A 

4 


7 


2 


06/1998 


Weder 










FN 


5 


8 


1 


3 


1 


9 


4 


09/1988 


Weder 


c n 

53 


r> A A 

399 






FN 


D 


4 


0 


4 


6 


8 


4 


01/26/1999 


Shea 


Dll 


164 






rO 


5 


9 


2 


4 


2 


4 


1 


07/1999 


Hodge 


47 


72 






rr 


5 


9 


4 


1 


0 


2 


0 


08/1999 


Weder 


47 


72 






FQ 


5 


9 


6 


a 
D 


8 


6 


6 


•1 A /i AAA 

10/1999 


Ferguson 


47 


41.01 






rK 


5 


9 


-7 

7 


4 


7 


3 


0 


i i /r\'^ /I AAA 

11/02/1999 


Lnien 


47 


41.01 






rb 


6 


0 


0 


9 


5 


8 


7 


Ai /"lAAA 
01/2000 


Weder 


53 


0 AA 

399 






r I' 

FT 




4 


1 


9 


4 


3 


6 


AH /TC/'^AAA 

01/25/2000 


ceitorius et al. 


FN A 

D9 


0 A IT 

305 






FU 


6 


0 


A 

4 


7 


1 — 
5 


2 


4 


A /I /"^AAA 

04/2000 


Weder 


53 


A A 

399 






rV 


D 


4 


2 


A 

4 


9 


7 


2 


AC" /I y^AAA 

05/16/2000 


Ferguson 


Dll 


143 






rW 


5 


0 


9 


0 
0 


3 


3 


6 


AO /AO / ^ A A A 

08/08/2000 


Ferguson 


A^ 

206 


423 






rX 


6 


1 


2 


9 


2 


0 




1 A/i A/OAAA 

10/10/2000 


Ferguson 


206 


VI T '5 

423 






FY 


6 


1 


2 


9 


2 


0 


9 


10/10/2000 


Tchira 

1 III u 


206 


423 






FZ 


6 


1 


4 


1 


9 


0 


6 


11/07/2000 


Weder 


47 


72 






FZA 


6 


1 


8 


2 


3 


9 


5 


02/2001 


Weder 


47 


72 






FZB 


6 


1 


8 


3 


5 


9 


0 


02/06/2001 


Weder 


47 


72 
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FOREIGN PATENT QR PUBLISHED FOREIGN PATENT APPLICATION 



XAM 
NIT. 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


PUBLICATION DATE 


COUNTRY OR PATENT 
OFFICE 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Translation 


YES 


NO 




GA 


4 


2 


3 


1 


9 


7 


8 


06/21/1979 


Australia 












GB 




6 


5 


4 


4 


2 


7 


01/02/1965 


Belgium 






V 
A 






GC 


1 


2 


0 


4 


6 


4 


7 


09/09/1970 


Denmark 






V 
A 






GD 


0 


0 


5 


0 


9 


9 


0 


05/05/1982 


EPO 






A 






GE 


0 


7 


9 


1 


5 


4 


3 




EPO 






Y 
A 






GH 


1 


3 


7 


6 


0 


4 


7 


09/14/1964 


France 






A 






GI 


2 


0 


3 


6 


1 


6 


3 


12/24/1970 


France 






A 






GJ 


2 


1 


3 


7 


3 


2 


5 


12/29/1972 


France 






A 






GK 


2 


2 


7 


2 


9 


1 


4 


12/26/1975 


France 






Y 
A 






GL 


2 


4 


8 


9 


1 


2 


6 


03/05/1982 


France 






Y 
A 






GM 


2 


5 


6 


7 


0 


6 


8 


07/05/1 984 


France 






Y 
A 






GN 


2 


6 


0 


3 


1 


5 


9 


03/04/1989 


France 






Y 
A 






GO 


2 


6 


1 


0 


6 


0 


4 


08/12/1988 


Fr3ncc*(sG6 FN below) 






Y 
A 






GP 


2 


6 


1 


9 


6 


9 


8 


03/1989 


France 






Y 
A 






GQ 






1 


5 


5 


5 


0 


06/02/1 900 


Germany 






Y 
A 






GR 




3 


4 


5 


4 


6 


4 


1 2/1 2/1 921 


Germany 






Y 






GS 




5 


1 


3 


9 


7 


1 


11/27/1930 


Germany 






Y 
A 






GT 


1 


1 


6 


6 


6 


9 


2 


03/26/1964 


Germany 






Y 
A 






GU 


1 


9 


6 


2 


9 


4 


7 


06/24/1971 


Germany 






Y 
A 






GV 


2 


0 


6 


0 


8 


1 


2 


A A 1 f\ A 1 A ^ ^ -4 

11/04/1971 


Germany 






Y 
A 






GW 


2 


7 


4 


8 


6 


2 


6 


05/03/1979 


Germany 






X 






GX 


3 


4 


4 


5 


7 


9 


9 


06/19/1986 


Germany 






X 






GY 


3 


8 


2 


9 


2 


8 


1 


05/18/1989 


Germany 








X 




GZ 


3 


9 


1 


1 


8 


4 


7 


10/25/1990 


Germany 






X 






GZA 




2 


2 


4 


5 


0 


7 


04/30/1996 


Italy 






X 
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FOREIGN PATENT OR PUBLISHED FOREIGN PATENT APPLICATION 



XAM 
NIT. 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


PUBUCATION DATE 


COUNTRY OR PATENT 
OFFICE 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Translation 


YES 


NO 




LJ A 

HA 




5 


4 


2 


9 


5 


8 


uz/z o/iyy J 


Japan 






X 






Li D 

Hd 


6 


1 


2 


7 


5 


5 


5 


ud/iu/ iyyt 


Japan 






X 






HU 


8 


_ 


1 


9 


3 


3 


4 


ui/z J/ lyyo 


Japan 






X 






u n 
nU 


1 


0 


0 


0 


6 


5 


8 


ui/uo/ lyyo 


iNeunerianQS 






X 






nt 


8 


3 


0 


1 


7 


0 


9 


10/1 QQA 

iz/ lyo^ 


iMeLneridngs 






X 






Hr 


9 


3 


1 


5 


9 


7 


9 


yo/iy/iyyj 


rL- 1 






X 






HQ 


9 


7 


1 


2 


8 


1 


9 


04/10/ lyy 7 


PLT 






X 






|_l LJ 

HH 




5 


6 


0 


5 


3 


2 


04/iD/iy /D 


bwiLzeridna 






X 






LJ 1 








5 


6 


0 


5 










X 






n J 


2 


0 


5 


6 


4 


1 


0 


U^/lc5/iyol 








X 






niv 


2 


0 


7 


4 


5 


4 


2 


1 1 /c^A/^ QP1 
ii/UH'/iyoi 


llnifpH l^innHrirn 






X 






HL 


2 


1 


2 


8 


0 


8 


3 


04/26/1984 


United Kingdom 






X 






HM 


2 


2 


0 


3 


1 


2 


7 


10/12/1988 


United Kingdom 






X 






HN 


2 


2 


1 


2 


1 


3 


6 


07/19/1989 


United Kingdonn 






X. 






HO 


2 


2 


5 


2 


7 


0 


8 


08/19/1992 


United Kingdom 






X 





OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 

(Include name of Author (In CAPITAL LETTERS), Title of the Article (when appropriate), Title of the Item (book, magazine, journal, serial, 
symposium, catalog, etc.) pate, Relevant Pages, Volume-Issue Number(s), Publisher, City and/or Country where Published. **Place of 
publication. ; - " 



lA 



Speed Cover Brochure, ''The Simple Solution For Those Peak Volume Periods", Highland Supply 
Corporation, ©1989. 



IB 



''Speed Sheets and Speed Rolls'' Brochure, Highland Supply Corporation, ©1990. 



IC 



''Color Them Happy with Highlander Products" ©1992. 



ID 



"Costa Keeps the Christmas Spirit", Supermarket Floral, September 15, 1992. 



IE 



"Super Seller", Supermarket Floral, September 15, 1992. 



IF 



'Halloween", Link Magazine, September 1992. 



IG 



'Now More Than Ever", Supermarket Floral, September 15, 1992. 



IN 



Le Plant Sac Advertisement, published prior to September 26, 1987. 
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OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 

(Include name of Author (In CAPITAL LETTERS), Title of the Article (when appropriate), Title of the Item (book, magazine, journal, serial, 
symposium, catalog, etc.) Date, Relevant Pages, Volume-Issue Number(s), Publisher, City and/or Country where Published. **Place of 
publication. 




TT 
11 


M vvoria or v^ul riowcr anu rot riant rcJLKaying Drocnurc/ ixicrK s riabut. rruuucLS iManuraCLUnnyi 
Inc., published prior to March 31, 1994, 6 pages. 




IJ 


Chantler & Chantler brochure showing Zipper Sieeve^"^ and Florasheet®, published prior to 
March 31, 1994, 2 pages. 




IK 


"Stand Alone Plastic Bagmaking" brochure, AMI, Atlanta, GA, February 15, 1996, 2 pages. 




Ti 


^^Pr^il la^l/'ot'c" Kro/~hiirc* r^iicirim MoHsllirtrt Tnr* Pkor'orvihor 1 QQA 0 nandc 
run jd^Kc^L^ ui lUi c, ^Uotuiii i^itjUdiiiui i, xiic, L/cL.c:iMUd, ±z7j\J/ ^ pciycb. 




IM 


''Derwent Abstract" of PR 2610604A. It is noted that the abstract is an incorrect English translation 
of the contents of the French patent. The French patent does not enable or disclose adhesively 

ciLLcidiiiiy Liic L.uvciiiiy LU tilt; v-uiiLaiiici. X700. 




IN 


''Silver Linings" Brochure, Affinity Diversified Industries, Inc., 1986. The Silver Linings brochure 

bliUWb a llUial bIccVc WILII a C-IUbtJU UOLLUITl. 1 flc Urocnurtr bliUWb , lil Oilt: erniJOa imenL, d VabG WILIl 

flowers inside a "cut flower" sleeve with the sleeve tied with a ribbon about the neck of the vase. 




10 


''Special Occasion Printed Highlophane Bags" Brochure, Highland Supply Corporation, 1990, 2 
pages. 




IP 


"Creative Packaging" Brochure, John Henry Company, Sept. 1992. 




IQ 


"Make Highlander Your Headquarters" Brochure, Highland Supply Corporation, 1991. 




IR 


WEDER ET AL., "Sleeve with a Triangular Lower End", U.S. Patent Application Publication, Pub. 
No. US 2002/0112401 Al, Pub. Date: 08/22/2002. ^ 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through cjtation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
:opy of this form with next communication to applicant. ** Place of Publication refers to name of publication in which the Information was published. \ 
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